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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Enclosed is an Information Disclosure Statement and accompanying form PTO-1449 for the 
above-identified patent application. 

[XI No additional fee for submission of an IDS is required. 

[ ] The fee of $180.00 (1806) as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is also enclosed. 
[X] A statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is also enclosed. 

[ ] A statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), and the fee of $180.00 (1806) as set forth 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) are also enclosed. 

[ ] Charge $ to Deposit Account No. 02-4800 for the fee due. 

[ ] A check in the amount of $ is enclosed for the fee due. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any appropriate fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16, 
1.17 and 1.21 that may be required by this paper, and to credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 02-4800. This paper is submitted in duplicate. 

Respectfully submitted,—^ 

Burns, Qg^Cnj^S^^ker & mathis, L.L.p. 



Date: August 28. 2003 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 





l^cie Ernas 
Registration No. 32,131 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND CERTIFICATION 

Commissioner for Patents Date: August 28, 2003 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant 
hereby submits the following information as cited in a corresponding European Search Report in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of each of the foreign documents cited is enclosed. 
Please note, EP 0 854 388, cited in the search report, has already been considered in this 
application on November 20, 2002, as U.S. Patent No. 6,068,963. 

1. JP 3-281390 

2. UK 1 274 017 

3. US 3,861,921 

4. EP 1 031 414 

The documents are being submitted after a first Office Action on the merits but prior to the 
closing of prosecution, therefore under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) a statement is enclosed. 

I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
application and that this communication was not received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c) more than 30 (thirty) days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner-initialed copy of this form be returned to the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: August 28. 2003 




Registration No. 32,131 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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